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Jefferson Elementary Music Room          

 
October 30, 2015 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
Your first grade child is preparing for the introduction of some of the most important rhythmic 
concepts that music study has to offer.  Those concepts are the beat and subdivision of the beat.  
Everything else rhythmically  grows out of this foundational context. 
 
Due to the fact that most first grade students cannot match pitch yet, it is through poems that I 
prepare this vital rhythmic foundation.  The use of poetry without melody helps to isolate these very 
core rhythmic elements of musical development. 
 
Over the next five years your child will work to gain musical competency through reading, writing, 
singing, playing, calculating, moving, speaking, creating, and listening.  These modes of learning will 
be explored to exemplify melodic, rhythmic, and form elements.  Periodically in our course of music 
study,  assignments like the one below, taking  just a few minutes of your time, will give you child a 
formalized chance to perform for you. 
 
This particular assignment is to listen to each of the four poems that we have now put to memory.  
These poems will be analyzed for rhythmic elements and will be used to explore part-work, tempo, 
beat vs. rhythm, and ensemble performance. 
 
The poems 2,4,6,8 and Star Light will be used to discover quarter notes ( q - “du”) and paired eighth 
notes (¯ - “du-de”).  The other poems will be used throughout grade one, two, three, and four to 
explore a myriad of complex rhythmic elements.  In first grade, the four poems listed below will also 
help us feel the beat when the subdivision is in three (called compound) vs. music that has a 
subdivision of two (called simple). 
 
Thanks in advance for all the reinforcement you will do over the next five years.  
Sincerely, 
Paul Weller 
Music Specialist 
Visit the Music website: www.anoka.k12.mn.us/weller 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Mark all that apply (√) 
 
             My child was able to say the poem 2,4,6,8. 
             My child was able to say the poem Oliver Twist. 
             My child was able to say the poem Higglty, Pigglty. 
             My child was able to say the poem Star Light; Star Bright. 
             My child was able to say each poem while keeping a steady, unchanging beat. 
 

Student Name Classroom Teacher Parent/Guardian Signature 
   

Mark Hansen, Principal 11331 Jefferson N.E. Blaine, MN 55434 
Paul Weller, Music Specialist Phone: 763-506-2968  Email: Paul.Weller@anoka.k12.mn.us 



For an example of this assignment, visit The Music Room on the web at: http://bit.ly/ZCLn9C 

 
 
Two - Four - Six - Eight 
 
Two, Four, Six, Eight. 
Meet me at the garden gate.  
If I’m late, do not wait. 
Two, Four, Six, Eight. 
 
 
Oliver Twist 
 
Oliver Twist you can’t do this,  
So what’s the use of trying. 
Touch your knees; touch your toes. 
Clap your hands and away we go.  
 
 
Higglty Pigglty 
 
Higglty Pigglty my fat hen. 
She lays eggs for gentlemen. 
Sometimes nine, sometimes ten. 
Higglty Pigglty my fat hen. 
 
Starlight 
 
Star light, star bright. 
First star I see tonight I  
I wish I may; I wish I might  
Have this wish I wish tonight. 

If	  you	  did	  NOT	  get	  an	  email	  about	  this	  assignment,	  print	  your	  email	  
below	  and	  Mr.	  Weller	  will	  add	  you	  to	  his	  email	  list:	  
	  
___________________________________________________________	  

Name: ______________________________  Class: _______ 


